Nuclear Regulatory Commission

agencies; activities related to decom-
missioning and reclamation; and costs
that would not be collected from small
entities based on Commission policy in
accordance with the Regulatory Flexi-
bility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.)

[64 FR 31476, June 10, 1999; 64 FR 38816, July
20, 1999, as amended at 65 FR 36965, June 12,
2000; 65 FR 44573, July 18, 2000; 66 FR 32474,
June 14, 2001; 67 FR 42635, June 24, 2002; 68 FR
36734, June 18, 2003; 68 FR 46439, Aug. 6, 2003]

§171.17

Annual fees will be prorated for NRC
licensees as follows:

(a) Reactors and Part 72 licensees
who do not hold Part 50 licenses. The
annual fees for power and nonpower re-
actors and those Part 72 licensees who
do not hold a Part 50 license that are
subject to fees under this part and are
granted a license to operate on or after
October 1 of a Fiscal Year is prorated
on the basis of the number of days re-
maining in the fiscal year. Thereafter,
the full annual fee is due and payable
each subsequent fiscal year. The base
operating power reactor annual fee for
operating reactor licensees who have
requested amendment to withdraw op-
erating authority permanently during
the fiscal year will be prorated based
on the number of days during the fiscal
year the license was in effect before
docketing of the certifications for per-
manent cessation of operations and
permanent removal of fuel from the re-
actor vessel or when a final legally ef-
fective order to permanently cease op-
erations has come into effect. The
spent fuel storage/reactor decommis-
sioning annual fee for reactor licensees
who permanently cease operations and
have permanently removed fuel from
the site during the fiscal year will be
prorated on the basis of the number of
days remaining in the fiscal year after
docketing of both the certifications of
permanent cessation of operations and
permanent removal of fuel from the
site. The spent fuel storage/reactor de-
commissioning annual fee will be pro-
rated for those Part 72 licensees who do
not hold a Part 50 license who request
termination of the Part 72 license and
permanently cease activities author-
ized by the license during the fiscal
year based on the number of days the

Proration.

§171.17

license was in effect prior to receipt of
the termination request.

(b) Materials licenses (excluding Part
72 licenses included in §171.17(a)). (1)
New licenses and terminations. The an-
nual fee for a materials license that is
subject to fees under this part and
issued on or after October 1 of the FY
is prorated on the basis of when the
NRC issues the new license. New li-
censes issued during the period October
1 through March 31 of the FY will be
assessed one-half the annual fee for
that FY. New licenses issued on or
after April 1 of the FY will not be as-
sessed an annual fee for that FY.
Thereafter, the full fee is due and pay-
able each subsequent FY. The annual
fee will be prorated for licenses for
which a termination request or a re-
quest for a POL has been received on or
after October 1 of a FY on the basis of
when the application for termination
or POL is received by the NRC provided
the licensee permanently ceased li-
censed activities during the specified
period. Licenses for which applications
for termination or POL are filed during
the period October 1 through March 31
of the FY are assessed one-half the an-
nual fee for the applicable cat-
egory(ies) for that FY. Licenses for
which applications for termination or
POL are filed on or after April 1 of the
FY are assessed the full annual fee for
that FY. Materials licenses transferred
to a new Agreement State during the
FY are considered terminated by the
NRC, for annual fee purposes, on the
date that the Agreement with the
State becomes effective; therefore, the
same proration provisions will apply as
if the licenses were terminated.

(2) Downgraded licenses. (i) The an-
nual fee for a materials license that is
subject to fees under this part and
downgraded on or after October 1 of a
FY is prorated upon request by the li-
censee on the basis of when the appli-
cation for downgrade is received by the
NRC provided the licensee permanently
ceased the stated activities during the
specified period. Requests for proration
must be filed with the NRC within 90
days from the effective date of the
final rule establishing the annual fees
for which a proration is sought. Absent
extraordinary circumstances, any re-
quest for proration of the annual fee
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§171.19

for a downgraded license filed beyond
that date will not be considered.

(ii) Annual fees for licenses for which
applications to downgrade are filed
during the period October 1 through
March 31 of the FY will be prorated as
follows:

(A) Licenses for which applications
have been filed to reduce the scope of
the license from a higher fee cat-
egory(ies) to a lower fee category(ies)
will be assessed one-half the annual fee
for the higher fee category and one-half
the annual fee for the lower fee cat-
egory(ies), and, if applicable, the full
annual fee for fee categories not
afftected by the downgrade; and

(B) Licenses with multiple fee cat-
egories for which applications have
been filed to downgrade by deleting a
fee category will be assessed one-half
the annual fee for the fee category
being deleted and the full annual fee
for the remaining categories.

(iii) Licenses for which applications
to downgrade are filed on or after April
1 of the FY are assessed the full fee for
that FY.

[64 FR 31480, June 10, 1999]

§171.19 Payment.

(a) Method of payment. Annual fee
payments, made payable to the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, are to
be made in U.S. funds by electronic
funds transfer such as ACH (Automated
Clearing House) using EDI (Electronic
Data Interchange), check, draft, money
order, or credit card. Federal agencies
may also make payment by the On-line
Payment and Collection System
(OPAC’s). Where specific payment in-
structions are provided on the invoices
to applicants and licensees, payment
should be made accordingly, e.g. in-
voices of $5,000 or more should be paid
via ACH through NRC’s Lockbox Bank
at the address indicated on the invoice.
Credit card payments should be made
up to the limit established by the cred-
it card bank, in accordance with spe-
cific instructions provided with the in-
voices, to the Lockbox Bank des-
ignated for credit card payments. In
accordance with Department of the
Treasury requirements, refunds will
only be made upon receipt of informa-
tion on the payee’s financial institu-
tion and bank accounts.
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(b) Annual fees in the amount of
$100,000 or more and described in the
FEDERAL REGISTER document issued
under §171.13, and annual fees for Class
| and Class Il uranium recovery licens-
ees must be paid in quarterly install-
ments of 25 percent as billed by the
NRC. The quarters begin on October 1,
January 1, April 1, and July 1 of each
fiscal year. The NRC will adjust the
fourth quarterly invoice to recover the
full amount of the revised annual fee.
If the amounts collected in the first
three quarters exceed the amount of
the revised annual fee, the overpay-
ment will be refunded. Licensees whose
annual fee for the previous fiscal year
was less than $100,000 (billed on the an-
niversary date of the license), and
whose revised annual fee for the cur-
rent fiscal year is $100,000 or greater
(subject to quarterly billing), will be
issued a bill upon publication of the
final rule for the full amount of the re-
vised annual fee for the current fiscal
year, less any payments received for
the current fiscal year based on the an-
niversary date billing process.

(c) Annual fees that are less than
$100,000 are billed on the anniversary
date of the license. For annual fee pur-
poses, the anniversary date of the li-
cense is considered to be the first day
of the month in which the original li-
cense was issued by the NRC. Licensees
that are billed on the license anniver-
sary date will be assessed the annual
fee in effect on the anniversary date of
the license. Materials licenses subject
to the annual fee that are terminated
during the fiscal year but before the
anniversary month of the license will
be billed upon termination for the fee
in effect at the time of the billing. New
materials licenses subject to the an-
nual fee will be billed in the month the
license is issued or in the next avail-
able monthly billing for the fee in ef-
fect on the anniversary date of the li-
cense. Thereafter, annual fees for new
licenses will be assessed in the anniver-
sary month of the license.

(d) Annual fees of less than $100,000
must be paid as billed by the NRC. Ma-
terials license annual fees that are less
than $100,000, except those for Class |
and Class Il uranium recovery licens-
ees, are billed on the anniversary date
of the license. The materials licensees
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